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Review: Pocket Loox case by Piel Frama

By Rafi Bar – 11/09/2003
First of all, let me say that although I am reviewing the case for the Pocket Loox, this review is for every Pocket PC user. Piel Frama has cases for all the Pocket PCs in the market today, and I really mean ALL when I say it.

So, let me introduce Piel Frama to whoever doesn’t know it: this is a Spanish company which manufactures quality cases for Pocket PCs and phones as their main business, and for other kinds of devices as well.

I am relatively a new user to the Pocket Loox, but the first thing that shouted to my eyes when I received the device was that the accompanying case was not fit to the device in terms of quality, and for carrying it on a suitcase only. Differently from Ipaqs, there are not many accessories for the Pocket Loox, and I was surprised to find one immediately at Piel Frama. In the Web site we can already see by the pictures the quality of the case, and it is easy to take the decision and order.
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The case comes in a quality box, with the company logo and a fine paper cover to prevent any damage during transportation.
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Opening the case we see all the protection cards inserted in it and it is already clear that someone is very concerned with the quality of the product. The case itself looks high-quality, and over the cover you can find the Fujitsu-Siemens logo.

The planning of the case is very well done, and after using it for some days I can say it is very comfortable for using, specially with the belt-clip, about which we will talk in the continuation. The device “wears” the case very naturally, and there is no problem accessing any button, card, or anything else needed in the device for the daily use. It also includes pockets for SD/MMC cards and for credit/business cards.

I would give grade 8/10 to the planning of the case, and this because of one point: Piel Frama did not make an opening for the SD Card Slot, so every time we need to change cards we need to remove the device from the case.

Here are some pictures that will help showing all that is said:
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You can see above both sides of the device and case.
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A view of the top side…
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A front view…
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A bottom view: notice the opening for the power connector and the strip that keeps the case closed. Behind the strip there is an opening for the USB connector.
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Here we can see the open case, populated by the device and some cards. Notice the two MMS pockets near the closing strip.
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A back view with the belt clip pin. The pin is a plastic pin and is the part that is inserted in the belt clip, for quick hanging and taking. In principle, this is the same comfortable belt clip method used in mobile phones and very well-known to us.
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The belt-clip is also the plastic clip very well known from the mobile phones.
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The device can twist to the left or to the right, making it comfortable to move while it is hanging there.

The case is very well built, everything has been done with a lot of thinking and planning, and we can see that quality was the main concern, from the planning and up to the finishing.

The “aching” part is the price, which is around 60 Euros. As you know, you can find cheaper cases in the market. But you should also know that quality has a price, and many times the cheap option comes out more expensive in the long run. It is important to say that the price includes shipping by UPS to Israel, and the case arrives to our home in approximately 48 hours. You should take into consideration that the Israeli Customs will charge you additionally 18% VAT on the product, since it costs more than 50 dollars.

Conclusion:

This is one of the best cases, if not the best, that exist in the market. Overall grade is 9/10 (and I am quite nasty in grade giving, as you know). Though the price is not low, the product is surely worth it. People with other Pocket PCs are recommended to go into the site of Piel Frama and see their offer for your Pocket PC.
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To Piel Frama's Homesite
[image: image17.png]